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AESTFACT 

This small studV provides inforiration cn the r.umbers 
,cf doctorates in philosophy, hi?tcry ard English litei;ature that 
universities in Alaska, Arizona, Califcrnla, Col'oradc, Hawaii , " Idaho", 
^Mont^T»a, Nevada, New Mexico, Oreqcr, Qtah, Washington, and wycmir.g 
expect to aiiard between 198Q ard/ 1582. A brief survey fcrm was mailed 
to ♦he heads' cf humanities depaVta^nts at 31 Western universities 
that offer doctoral degrees in English, history and philosophy. The 
form asked respondents to est-iffate runrber of doctorates to be 
conferred uttil 1982, whether dcctcral awards would increase or . 
decrease in, 1983-81, ^nd hew ncnacademic employireiit would affect 
doctoral candidates^ Results showed that English departments report 
aagregate estimates of -increased numbers of doctorates in the next 
three years, while histcrv departments show an increase from Jure 
1980 .to June 1981, then a sharp decline to June 1992. The estimated 
number" of doctorates in philcscphy is greater than the average of 
degrees conferred over the past five years. I* was estimated that ~, 
ttost programs would stabilize their doctoral population and try to / 
control initial large ndmfcers dcctcral awards to prospective 
candidates- History departments were the most active in prepating 
graduates fcr nonacademic careers: philc«scphv departments least 
active. Appendices include a list cf departments surveyed, copies of* 
cover letters an-d survey forms used, ard a directory of advisory 
council "members associated with the project. (DC) 
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Improving Education in The Vlfest 



I 

» » . * 

WICHE ^ 

The Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education 
is a nonprofit regional organization. It helps the thirteen 
.fpomber states cooperatively provide high-quality, cost- 
effective programs to meet the e^lucation and (nanpower 
' needs of the West, fy/lember states are Alaska, Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, M.ontana, Nevada, 
New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming 



Project Intent 

The Project on Expanding Regional Cooperatiorvin Grad- 
uate apd Professional Education is developing and test- 
ing new mpdels for interstate planning and resource 
' siHaring. Through thevproject, WICHE provides data to 
support planning and program review, assists state 
agencies arfd institytions in gathering data, and compiles 
an inventory of doctoral programs. The project is.working 
closely with the states of Alaska, Idah6, Morilana, Oregon, 
% and Washington to develop and test a model for effectively 
• shafing unique program resources and faciliti.es. The 
■results of this demonstration project will be dissemi- 
nated widety as a model that may'be useful to the other 
western states and to states in othei; regions. The gradu- 
ate educatioh project is supported by a grant from t^fe 
I Carnegie uorpoif a tion* of N6w York and by WICHE state' 
dues througfj^ its Student Exchange .Program. 

• • 

Staff / . . 

For further ioformation, please c.entatt: 

WICHE Phillip SirotJ<in, Execkrtive Director 
' •' William (R. McConnell, Student Exchange 
. ' X ^ • r * t * Program Director ^ 
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Proj^t Richtird W. Jonsen, Project Director 

Norman Kaufman, Senior Staff Associate 

'i Barbara Krauth, Staff Associate 

s ' - Dennis W. Viehland-, Research Assistant 
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ESTiriATES OF DOCTORATES TO BE CONFERRED 'BY WESTERN- 

» * 

UNIVERSITIES IN ENGLISH*. PHILOSOPHY AND HISTORY, 1980-1982 



Purpose of the Survey » * * 

National forecasts of the numbers of doctorates to be granted over the 
next decade predict ja massive oversupply of graduates relajfive to demand. 
Predictions of the supplyrdemand imbalance are particularly^disturbing for 
humanities disciplines, which have traditionally placed mosf graduates in 
academic positions. Because tHe job market for doctorate recipients is 
national, most studies have focused attention on that level. Program plan- 
ning decisions are institutional in nature, however, making those' national 
studies and da£a a composite of many individual decisions. 

The small study reported here provides information on the numbers of 
doctorates in philosophy, history, and fnglisfci that Westeriri universities, 
expect to award in the next three years. Its purpose is 'to indicate the 
short-run trends in the region in order to give educatorsjand program 
planners da^ that can be compared to national studies ^P^^^ports. 

* * * 

The study was co-sponsored by wrCHE's Project on Expanding Regional 
Cooperation J *i Graduate and Professional Education, the Graduate School of 
the University of Coloradd.-^and the Humanities Council of the University of 
Washington. 

Methodol ogy ' - • ' 

WICHE mailed a brief survey form and cover letjCer (see appendix) t|0 
the heads of departments >at Western* universities that offer .doctoral^ 

*Use of the term West or Western r^ers to the thirfeei^ s.tates in the 
WICHE Compact: Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado ,J<ajftai i , Idaho; 
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah. Washington. Wyoming, 

6 " ' 



degrees in English, history, and* philosophy, WICHE^s Inve ntory- of Q&ctoral 
Programs in the ^Jestern United States was- used to identifj the pro-ams to 
be surveyed. The survey form, a return postcard with the questions on the 
reverse side, and- the covei^ letter were mailed on April 14, 19B^. with ^ 

* ♦ • _ 

request to respond by May 1 , 1980. ^ WIGHE sent a follow-up rg-^^ft to 
nonrespondents on M^y 1, 1980. As i^f May 19, WICHE had reci^.Ji^' the 
following numbers "of responses: / 

Philosophy -- lb of 17 requested (88 p^fent) 
History -- 25 of 28 requested (89 percent) 

o * 

• • ' , ■. * ■ 

English 18 of 23 requested (78 percent) 

These rates of response are qood for survey' research and. permit reasonable 

r 

estimates of curifen^ trends. The appendix contains a copy of the cover 
letter, questionnaire, and a list of the departments^ that responded. 

U i mi ta t i ons of the Study ^ ^ 

V , 

As with, any survey, research, the survey returns may njbt represent the 
universe of respondent? adequately. Although we do rfot believe this Xfy be 



this tb 
nts, to me 



the caseTiere, the reader should review the list of nonrespondents, te.make 

an informed judgment. It i^ also important^to recognize that the data 

r 

reported here are estimates- made by informed individual s--department heads 
and program dir:ectors--but that they- still may be affected by^any number of 
factors, including the time required to complete the" degree and changes in 
.department or university policy. , 



Results; ^ 

The table below displays the estima^ted numbers of doctorates in each 
of these fields to be awarded in the period July 1979-'throag*i June 1980, 



July 1980 through June 1981,, and July 1981 through June 1982, and the weighted 
average number awarded annual lyjpver the five-year period 1974-1979. ^The 
latter figures were taken from WICHE's Inventory of Doctoral Programs in 
th^WesJ;erySJnit ed states, and* were adjusted to exclude nonrespondents 
to the survey. English departments report aggregate estinja^es of increased 
numbers of doctorates in the- next three years, while. history- shows an 
inc^ase'from June 1980 td June 1981, then a sharp decline to June 1982.- 
Doctorates in philosophy are estimated to increase sharply, then'-level off., 
the estimated «number».of doctoratesjn philosophy is greater than the Weighted 
average of degrees conferrft,d over the -past five yfears, while th^ same 
results hold for English doctorat^es in 1981 and 1982. The estimated number 
of^doc£orat^ in, history i? lower than the last five years' 'average. 



Discipl ine 



Phi losophy 
History 
Engl tsh 



Estimated Number of Doctorates, 1980-1.982 



Weighted Average* 

» July •W79- July 19B0- July 1981- 1974-^979 (Excl. • 



. gune 1980 

. ♦ 

33 
123 
* .93 



June 1981 

47 

132 
106 ■ 



June 1982 



.Nonrespondents) 



45 
116 
118 



29 
1.47 
104 



*The weightings used give, increasing emphasis to recent years by assigning 
a value of 5 to 1979, 4 to 1978 ... 1 to 1974. 



The survey questionnaire asked respondents whether they expected the 
number of doctorates awarded by theijh programs to increase^, decrease, or 
remain the same in 1983 and 19ft4 compared to their 1»982 -estimates. The 
results are displayed on the following page: , 



Increase ' Decrease : f^emain the' Same 

Philosophy * • 0 . * 3 . 12 . 

History 0 «. * . ^ ' . ] .' "^^ 

Engl ish ' 1 " . 6 , * VI ^ 



.... , 
The figures clearly indisate an anticipated level ing-off of most programs and 
the downward adjustments of others. JL 



The final two survey qirestions asked if .the respondents expected an 

increase in the numbers of^their Ph.D.s going into nonacademic employment 

an,d whether their departments made special efforts to prepare students for 

nonaca(femic emp^loyment. From the responses tabulated below, the reader 
• . . " • 

• can see that a majority of the respondents in all, three field^expect an - 
increase in the numbers of their Ph. D.s- going into' nonacademic -employment. 

* * • 

'A much smaller number in each field, however,- report that their departments 
make special efforts to prepare Ph.D.s for.nonacademic e'mployment. 

..." K - » - ■ 

' ■ ' • V • • 

Expect an Increase Prepare Ph.D.s for 
in Nonacademic Em- Nonacademic Employ*" 
V * "X ployment of Ph.D.s "ment 



i 
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Yes J No 



Philosophy /' ^ 10 5 ^ ' 2 

History ^ * . 21 ' , 4 ' 14 

English - » 12 6 - ' j. 



History departments seem to be most active in preparing graduates for non- 
academic careers ;''*philosophy departments least active. WICHE wfll conta^ii "» 
departments that indicated they.make 'these special efforts and will provide 
a report on the approaches they use. 



Conclusions ' 

These data are exploratory in the sense that they present estimates 
of shoVt-term trends in doctorate degree production., Th6y suggest t^at 
the numbers Of doctorates awaMed by Western, universities in Englrsh and 
philosophy wi1>incrBase initially, then stal)lize and that the numbers of 
doctorates awarded'in history will decrease slightly and then stablize. 
Thesp da^a suggest that unless significantly fewer students enroll in 
these programs in the coming years, there will not be an appreciable 
downturn in the numbers of doctorates^ awarded by Western universities 
\ in these fields. 
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English 

Arizona State University 

♦University of Arizona ^ 

*Claremont Graduate School 

Stanford University 
♦♦University of California, Berkeley 

♦University of Cal1forh1a» Davis 

University of California, Irvine 

University of California, Los Angeles 

University of California, Riverside 

University of California, San Diego 

University of California, 
Santa Bar|)ara. 

University of the Pacific 

♦University of Southern California 

University of Colorado 

University of Denver ) 

University of Northern Colorado 

Idaho State University 

University of Nevada, Reno 

University of New Mexico, Main Campus 

University of Oregon, Main Campus 

University of Utah 

University of Washington 

Washington State University * ^ 



DEPARTMENTS SURVEYED 
^ Philosophy 

University of Arizona 

Claremont Graduate School 

Stanford University ^ 

♦University of Caltfornia, Berkeley 

University of California, Davis* 

University of California, Irvine 

♦University of California, Los Angeles 

University of California, Riverside 

University of California, San Diego 

University of California, 
Santa Barbara 

University of Southern California 

♦♦California Institute of Asian Studies 

University of Coloi^^ado * 

University of Hawail—Manoa 

University of New Mexico, Main Campus 

University of Oregon, Main Campus 

University of Utah 

University of Washington 



History 

Arizona State University 

University of Arizona 

♦Claremont Graduate School * 

Stanford University 

UniversUy of California, Berkeley 

University of California, Davis 

University of California, Frvine 

University of California, Los Angeles^ 

University of California, 4ii vers ide 

University of California, San Diego 

♦University of California, San 
Francisco Medical Center 

University 'of California, 
Santa Barbara 

♦Uniltersity of California, Santa Cruz 
University of Southern California 
University of Colorado 
University of Northern Colorado 
University of Denver 
University of Hawaii— Manoa 
University of Idaho 
University of Montana 
University of Nevada, Reno ^ 
University of New Mexico, Main Campus 
University of Oregon, Main Campus 
Brigham Young University, Maon Campus 
University of Utah 
University of Washington 

. Washlngtctn Stat*? University 
University of Wyoming 



. ♦Departmentrtliat did not respond. 
♦♦Response was not included in the tabulations. 
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TO:. "'''DepdrtrDent He^ds in English, History and Philosophy 

FROM:. Norman Kaufman , . • • » ' - 

Graduate Education Project •> • .• • ' . ' 

• ' .Rose Marie Oster, Acting Dean of the Graduate School, 

University of Colorado / 

■ * .Carol Thomas,' Chair of the Humanities Council,/ ^ s . / 

University of Washington ■ f 

■ ^ • . 

SUBOECT: Attached Swrv^y of Doctoral Degrees \ ^ . 

National forecasts of the numbers of doctorates to. be granted over. the next 
decade preditt massive "oversupply" of graduates. Predictions of the 
supply-demand imbalance are particularly disturbing for humanities fjel^ls, . 
which have traditionally placed most gr2f6uates in academic positions. ^ 

We believe, however, that short-term estimates will be somewhat more 
accurate and, in addition, that many departments^are making special . 
efforts to prepare their graduates for careers outside asadan^. As part 
of its project on expandingVegional cooperation in graduat«ducation, 
WICHE is attempting ttf provide accurate d^^ta to be used in program planning. 
Would you assist "in this effort by answering the questions on the enclosed 
post £ard? The results will be analyzed and returned to all r^^spond^nts. . 

Although we ask you to identify yourself and your institMAon in order to 
keep track of responses, no indiA/iduals, programs, or institutions will be 
' identified in our report. 

•Thank you for your help. 
Enclosure 




I Please respond by May 1, 1980>. [ 



ERIC- 1 Oi 
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WICHE Graduate Education Project Survew 
of Number of Doctorates Expected to I*' 
Awarded in 1979-80. 1 980^81 . ami 1 981 -82 



Fteld 



University • 



Estimated number of doctorates ta be 

conferred: 

July 1979 - June 1980 

July' 1980 - June 1981 

July 1981 - June 1982 • . 



Compared to 1981-82, do you expect the 
annual number of . doctorates awarded to 
increase, decrease or remain the same 
for 1983 and 1984? ' : . 



Do you expect the numbers of your Ph.D.s 
gffing into nonacademic. employment to 
increase? ^ 
Yes No 

Does your program make special efforts 
to prepare students for nonacademic 
femployijient? 
Yes No • 

Name of Respondent [ ' 

Title , 



9 ' 
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PROJECT ON rXPANDING' REGIONAL COOPERATION 
IN GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 



Ad^Wbry Council 



Alaska 

«• 

Kerry D. Romesburg 
Executive Director 
Alaska Cbnmission on 

Postsecondary Education 
Pouih F-~State Office Building 
Junedu\ Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-2854 

Arizona . 

Lei a R, Alston 
State Senator 
Arizona State 9@hate 
Capitol'Buildi^r^,^ Senate Wing 
Phoenix* Arizoira 85007 
(602) 271-4485 • 

William B. Phillips (Alternate) 
•Academic Planning Coordinator 
Arizona Boac:(i of Regents 
Education Building 
1 535 West Jefferson 
Phoenix. Arizona 85007 
(602) 255-4082 

Califorr^ia 

(larold Geiogue 

Principal Program Analyst ^ 
Joint Legislative budgeC Coirmittee 
925 L Street. Suite 650 
Sacramento. California 95814 
(916) 445-8641 

Patrick Gal Ian 
Director 

California Pos^tsecbndary 

Education Commiission 
1020 Twelfth Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 
(916) 445-1000 

Colorado 

J. Russell Nelson 
Chancellor 

Universitj^of Colorado at Boulder 
Boulder. Colorado 80309 / 
(303) 492-8908 ^ 

JuVgen Denk,^ 

Graduate Student Advisory Council 
University Memorial Center, 183D 
University of Colorado at Boulder 
Boulder. Colorado 80309 
(303) 492-6116 

Hawaii 0 



Howard P. McKaughan • 
Professor of Linguistics 
Linguistics Oepai^tment 
University of Hawaii 
1890 East -West Road 
Honolu>u, Hawaii 96822 
(808) 948-7831 
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Idaho^- 

Lawrence H. Rice 
Dean of the Graduate School 
Idaho State University 
NEDcatello. Jdaho 83209 
(208) 236-2150 

Montana 

JoEllen Estenson 

Manpower Mental HeaJth Project . 
Department of Institution^' 
1539 Eleventh Avenue. Room 315 ^ 
Helena. Montana 59601 
(406) 449-3964 < 

Nevada 

Eugene Grotegut / / ^ 

Professor of Foreign Lai^uages 

. and 'Literature ^ ^ 

University of Nevada 

Reno. Nevada 89507 

(702) 784-6857 

New Mexico 

McAlTlster 'Hull 
Provost ^ 
The University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque. New Mexico 87131 
(505) 277-2611 

John Aragon 
President 

New Mexic6 Highlands University 
Las VegaStsNew Mexico 87701 
(505) 425-7511 . . 

Oregon 

Loren L. Wyss 

Member. Executive 'Conmittee 
Oregon State, Board of Higher Education 
1430 American Bank Building 
Portland, Oregon 97205 
' (503) 222-3600 

Utah 

Leon McCarrey 

Deputy Corwiissioner and Director 

of Acadenit Affairs and Planning 
Utah State Board of Regents 
807 East South Temple. Suite 204 
Salt Lake^lty, Utah 84103 
(801) 53V5617 

Washlffgton 
Patrick Morgan 

Department of Political Science 
Washington State University 
vPullmain. Washington 49163 
(509) 335-4025 

Wyoming 

Patrick^ Quealy 

Trustee of the University of Wyoming 
915 Pine Avenue % 
Kemmerer. Wyoming 83101 
(307) 877-4421 



PROJECT ON EXP$^NDIN6 REGIONAL COOPERATION 
IN GRADUATE AND PROFESSJIONAL EDUCATION 



Demonstration States Coordinating Committee 



Alaska . 

Mildred Banfield 
The Board of Regents 
University of Alaska » 
Box 920 

Auke Bay. Alaska 99321- 
(907) 789-7390 

Arl iss Sturgulewski 
State Senator 

2957 Sheldon Jackson Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 
(907) 279-4939 , 

Kerry Romesburg 
Advi«ory Council 

Idaho 



Ra>ph.01mstead 
State Representative 
Route 2 

Twin Falls, Idaho 83301 
(208) 733-3047 

Mark Toledo 

Office Off the 'Governor • 
State Capitol 
Boises, Idaho 83720 
(208) 334-2100 

> 

Clifford M. Trump (Alternate) v 
Deputy Director for Academic Planning 
State of Idaho Board of Education 
Len B. Jordan Office Building, Room 307 
Boise, Idaho 83720 
(208) 334-2270 

Lawrence, Rice 
Advisory 'Council 

Montana 

Larry Fasbender 

'State Senator 

Route 1 , Box 23 

Fort Shaw, Montana 59443 

(406) 264-5730 

John A/ Richardson 
Commissioner of Higher "Education 
Board of Regents of Higher EdOfeation 
.33 South Last Chance Gulch 
Helena, Montana 59601 
(406) 449-3024 

JoEllen Estenson 
Advisory Council 



Oregon 

Roylleuallen 
Chancellor ' i 

Oregon System of Higher Education 9 
P.O. Box 3175 
Eugene, Oregon 97403 
(503) 686-4153 

Anthony Meeker 
Sta tew Senator 

Box 325 / * 

Amity, Oregon 97101 
(503V 835-8481 ^ 

« 

Loren Wyss 

Advisory Council ^ . * 

Washipgton 

Hilliaro^Chance • \ ^ 

Deputy Coofflinator 

Council for Postseconda ry Education 

908 Fifth Avenue^ 

Olympla; Washington 98504, 

(206) 753-5245 

Dan Grimm- • 
State Repr^entative 
904 Seventh Avenufi, S.Wi 
Puyallup, Washington 98371 . 
(206) 845-2408 ^ 

Patrick Morgan 
Advisory Council 
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